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	Dear Excellency,

On behalf of the Swedish Parliamentary Animal Welfare Group we are writing concerning the farming of bears for their bile in China. We discussed the issue during a meeting at the embassy a year ago, and we were very pleased to hear that you would forward our concerns to relevant authorities in China. Now, a year later, we were thinking that it would be interesting to hear if there has been any progress. 

While we recognize that regulations have been promulgated in China in order to improve the conditions on the farms, we become increasingly concerned with the evidence presented to the organisation Animals Asia during the post mortems of severely diseased bears. In 100% of cases Animals Asia, and the Chinese pathologists with whom they work, witness serious liver disease and cancers, together with gall bladders that are thickened, inflamed and contain contaminated bile.  The contaminants range from blood, pus, urine, feces and bacteria – and, again, are present in 100% of the gall bladders in previously farmed bears. 

We strongly suggest that the evidence presented to Animals Asia be forwarded to those representatives of China’s Food and Drug Administration as a matter of urgency, in order that they may witness for themselves the degree of disease and contamination observed on a day to day basis.  

Communication with doctors in Vietnam reveals that products taken from farmed bears can kill. Dr Huong, Chairman of the Traditional Medicine Association in Vietnam, qualified as a Chinese Traditional Medicine Practitioner in 1972 after studying at the Beijing University of TCM. Today, he carries the title of People’s Doctor; the highest ranking position in Vietnam’s medical profession, and is now gravely concerned about the deleterious effects of consuming bear bile after witnessing the shocking pathological evidence of those who have died. 

On 16 November 2010, Animals Asia and their Chinese government partners were invited to speak at the European Parliament in Brussels. The seminar: “Bear farming, animal cruelty and the development of animal protection in China” provided an opportunity to discuss progress towards ending bear farming in China. 

Support from within the European parliament and the European commission for animal welfare in China continues to grow. In 2006, over 350 MEPs signed a declaration calling upon the Chinese government to end bear farming. Since this time, MEPs have raised the issue with Chinese government representatives in both Brussels and Beijing.  

During the seminar Mr Cao Liang from the CWCA praised Animals Asia as a good partner working on bear issues in China and emphasised great awareness and support from the public, saying that since Animals Asia’s bear rescue sanctuary was established, he has seen many concrete example of animal welfare moving forward. Mr Cao also told delegates of joint achievement which has seen 20 Chinese provinces committing to being bear-farm free, and the closure of the last farm in Shandong Province with the rescued bears now in the care of Animals Asia. 

Mr Cao showed commitment from the CWCA to continue to work with Animals Asia to end bear farming, calling for the closure of more farms and to be involved in public education initiatives to raise awareness of the alternatives to bear bile in traditional Chinese medicine. He also emphasised that the law must change before bear farming can end and that there is the need to adopt both a scientific attitude and an understanding of animal welfare.


As support for an end to bear farming in China continues to grow and as both people and bears continue to become adversely affected – and die – as a result of the bear farming industry we sincerely hope that you will kindly forward our concerns to the appropriate authorities. We would also be pleased to know more about the measures taken after our visit to the embassy last year.

With sincere good wishes, 

Helena Leander, MP

Chair of the Swedish Parliamentary Animal Welfare Group

Sara Karlsson, MP

Marietta de Pourbaix-Lundin, MP

Anita Brodén, MP

Jens Holm, MP
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